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November Gardening Tips

In November our minds may be more on preparing for the holiday season, but there are still things that can be done in the garden this time of year. Below are gardening tips to help your garden through the winter season.

Lawn
· Remove fallen leaves from lawns as soon as possible to provide ample sunlight for the lawn. Piles of leaves can become wet blankets that smother your lawn. 

Trees, Shrubs and Flowers
· November is the time to be planting spring-flowering bulbs like daffodils, crocus, hyacinths, and tulips.

· Clean up rose beds. Be sure all diseased leaves are raked up and disposed.

· Check cypress and other evergreens for bagworms.  Remove and destroy bagworm capsules to reduce next year's pest population.

· After chrysanthemums have stopped blooming, cut stems back close to the ground and dispose of stems and all dropped and dried leaves and branches.

· Bring out the bird feeders and stock them with bird seed for the birds. Remember to provide fresh water for them too through out the winter months.

Fruits, Vegetables and Herbs
· Till your vegetable garden to expose many insects pests to birds and winter cold, reducing the numbers in next year’s garden.
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· A good clean up of fruit trees can reduce future problems. Keep mulches pulled back several inches from the base of trees to prevent bark injury from hungry mice and voles. Pick and clean up fallen, spoiled or mummified fruits to prevent diseases and insects from overwintering.

Learn More!
· Subscribe to Wayne County Gardening e-newsletter and receive timely gardening information and announcements of upcoming extension gardening events.
· To subscribe: Visit: http://go.ncsu.edu/subscribewcg. Scroll down to enter your email address in the “address” box and click on the subscribe button. You will then receive an e-mail which will direct you to a website to accept the subscription.
· Visit our websites at www.waynecountyag.com and http://wayne.ces.ncsu.edu/
· “Like” us on Facebook to receive timely garden tips, ask questions, and learn of upcoming gardening events.  www.facebook.com/waynecountygardening

Jessica Strickland is an Agriculture Extension Agent, specializing in horticulture for North Carolina Cooperative Extension in Wayne County.  Horticulture program information can be found at http://wayne.ces.ncsu.edu/.  Forward any questions you would like answered from this week’s column to Jessica.Strickland@waynegov.com.



